
Least Common Multiple 
 

The least common multiple of a and b is the smallest number such that a and b 
are both factors of it. For example, the least common multiple of 4 and 6 is 12. 
 
The method for finding the least common multiple of a group of numbers is 
similar to the way that the greatest common divisor is found. 
 
Suppose we are trying to find the least common multiple of 40 and 45. 
 
First, I write the two numbers as a product of prime numbers: 
 

40 2 2 2 5= × × ×  

45 3 3 5= × ×  
 
Then we set up our chart as before: 
 
 # of 2’s # of 3’s # of 5’s 
40 3 0 1 
45 0 2 1 
 
However, when finding the least common multiple, we highlight the cell in each 
column with the highest number. 
 
To find the least common multiple, we multiply each prime factor by itself as 
many times as the number highlighted in its column. 
 
In this case, the least common multiple is: 
 

2 2 2 3 3 5 360× × × × × =  
 
Alternatively, we can use another method to find the least common multiple. With 
this method, we start by writing each number as a product of it’s prime factors. 
The difference is that we need to combine the factors together and employ the 
usage of exponents. 
 

3 140 2 5=  
2 145 3 5=  

 
Then, the least common multiple is the number formed by going through each 
prime factor listed and multiplying it to the power of the highest exponent listed. 
 



So, in this case, we would have the least common multiple as: 
 

3 2 12 3 5 360=  
 
Go through these sets of numbers below and find the least common multiple of 
each: 
 
1. 2 and 20 
 
2. 4 and 9 
 
3. 30 and 40 
 
4. 12, 45 and 60 
 
5. 26 and 65 
 
6. 9 and 10 
 
7. 12 and 18 
 
8. 5, 25 and 260 
 
9. 9, 42, 33 and 16 
 
10. What is the least common multiple of any two prime numbers? 
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